
 

 

Missions of Mercy – Mexico Mission Trip (2019) 

 

Eleven parishioners from St. John Neumann Catholic Church started the journey to the Aldea Infantil 

Hogar, in Saltillo, Coahuila early Sunday morning, March 10, 2019.  The eleven missioners were divided 

among four vehicles that caravanned over 7 hours to the mission house.   

The youngest traveler being 10 years old and the eldest over 70 years young!   

 

The missioners had been planning and coordinating this trip for many months.  Thanks be to God, all went 

very well, to include safe travels and mission success. Though none of this would have been possible 

without the special prayers, blessings, and financial assistance from our pastor, parish, and its members.  

Thanks to the generosity of our parish family, the missioners’ co-workers and friends, we were able to make 

a difference in the lives of those who reside and help at the Aldea Infantil Hogar. 

 

The Hogar is basically, a boarding house for 39 young girls, ranging in ages from 3 to 17 years. The two 

17 years old are dorm leaders, though act more like older siblings to the younger girls.     

The young girls arrive at the Hogar on Sunday afternoon, and remain until Friday evening.  Six nuns from 

the order, “Salesian Sisters of Saint John Bosco” care for the young girls during the week.  

 

The sisters provide the girls loving care, comfort, compassion, religious education, instructions in health 

and hygiene, ensure the girls attend school, and provide transportation to and from school, and help the 

girls with their schoolwork.  Additionally, the girls are provided opportunities to participate in group 

gymnastics and contemporary dance competitions. Aldea Infantil Hogar also has its own soccer team, which 

competes against other local Catholic Schools.  

 

There are two wonderful ladies that prepare and cook meals for the sisters and girls, and group visitors like 

ours.  A handy-man takes care of the facilities and buildings’ maintenance and another gentleman keeps 

the grounds and garden clean and pretty.  A former resident of the Hogar, who is now a psychologist also 

helps and cares for the young girls. 

 

Many of the 39 residents of the Hogar, come from less than ideal home environments.  Many only have one 

parent, or a grandparent or even a distant relative at home.  But thanks to God and the “Salesian Sisters of 

Saint John Bosco” each girl is afforded an opportunity to attend school, become self-sufficient, receive love 

and compassion. And more importantly, they each are given an opportunity to become fruitful expanding 

their talents and gifts God bestowed on them.         

 

Each sister was given a special gift, they personally requested from the U.S.  Additionally, the sisters and 

young girls were each provided with a brand-new bath towel, and many other special gifts purchased by 

the missioners.  Flips-flops and Crocs donated by a parishioner and co-workers of one of the missioners 

were also happily accepted by the young girls.     

 

Another special gift for the young girls made possible by the parishioners’ generous donations was the 

marking and setting up of a soccer field on the Hogar’s grounds.  The field was marked with specialized 

plastic tape.  Professional corner flags were installed, and custom nets placed on both goals.  This project 

was a huge score for the girls!   

 

The primary project for the group of missioners was refurbishing the pews from the Catholic Chapel that is 

located on the grounds of the Hogar. The pews were sanded using electric sanders and cracks filled in by 

hand; and then the frames were painted and wood parts re-stained and varnished.  They came out 

absolutely…beautiful!   

 

This was the third consecutive year parishioners from St. John Neumann have made the mission trip to the 

Aldea Infantil Hogar.  Friendships continue to be nurtured and blossomed and it is everyone’s desire to 

keep being a part of this wonderful and most blessed ministry.  

 



 

 

   

 

    

  



 

 

  

  

  

   



 

 

  

  

  

 


