
 

 

“Extraordinary Jubilee Year” a “Year of Mercy” 

Parish Monthly Outreach (PMO) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Pope Francis has	  declared an “extraordinary Jubilee Year,” a “Year of Mercy.”  The Holy Father 
stated that ‘the extraordinary holy year’ will commence on December 8, the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, and continue through November 20, 2016: the feast of Christ the King. 

Pope Francis said that he had been thinking of “how the Church might make clear its mission of 
being a witness to mercy.” He said that the Holy Year of Mercy was intended as a step in that 
direction—on what he called a “journey of conversion.” 

To help us on our “journey of conversion,” St John Neumann Catholic Church will be setting up 
monthly activities throughout the Year of Mercy, designated as “Parish Monthly Outreach.”  For 
each month of the Year of Mercy, we will have an opportunity to being a witness to mercy by 
working together and accomplishing special acts of mercy projects.               

“As the Apostle Paul reminds us, God never ceases to show the richness of His mercy 
throughout the ages,” the Pope said. “I am convinced that the whole Church will find in this 
Jubilee the joy needed to rediscover and make fruitful the mercy of God, with which all of us are 
called to give consolation to every man and woman of our time.” 

The first “Parish Monthly Outreach” project will be on Saturday, December 19.  It will consist of 
some general cleanup and landscaping maintenance around two buildings belonging to the Allied 
Women’s Center.  Specific details of this project, as well as the upcoming months’ will be 
published in the weekly bulletins.  Also, be on the lookout for a special PMO flyer that will be 
included inside a weekly bulletin containing pertinent information regarding the projects.     

Our PMO projects are not just designed for specific organizations or group ministries to 
participate in—it’s for our entire parish community!  All parishioners are encouraged to step out 
of their comfort zone and get their hands dirty.  Let’s all encourage one another, our family and 
friends, each of our brothers and sisters sitting next to us at Mass to heed the call and participate 
in this Year of Mercy.   

Jesus reminds us; He did not come to be served, but to serve.  That’s what we are all called to do 
as well.  Please join us in the “journey of conversion” and help us fulfill our special acts of 
mercy projects.  May God continue to bless each of you—always. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Salvador Ordorica 
Life, Justice & Peace              	  


